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Although it could not have been known in Berlin, there were
further tranquillizing forces at work during these days. On the
15 April the Russian Emperor had assured Le Flo that France
would not have to depend on herself alone if Germany renewed
the war,1 and it was on this very day that Billow declared himself
perfectly satisfied with Gontaut-Biron's assurances with regard
to the peaceful intentions of France. He added that the Belgian
question was now considered closed with the reply that had just
been sent. Any demands in it were meant merely in an academic
sense.2

This week seems to have been the turning point in the
obscure history of the scare. Up to this time, with the excep-
tion already noted, Lord Odo Russell does not appear to
have ever been seriously alarmed, but important events were
to take place at a dinner given by him at the Embassy on
2,1 April.

II

It was at this dinner that Gontaut-Biron, just returned from
France, had a momentous conversation with von Radowitz,
which was destined to revive the flames of fear and to throw
France into new frenzies.3 According to the French Ambas-
sador's account, Radowitz declared that if the French had
any ulterior motive of revenge, it was Germany's duty to
crush her before she was strong enough to carry out her
designs.4

Great controversy has arisen over these words. Radowitz
omitted them in the official report he made of this conversation
and the editors ofdiegrosse Politik have suggested that they were
merely incidental remarks and that his hearer failed to discrimin-
ate between the obita dicta of Radowitz and his official communi-

1D.D.F. I. pp.403-4<H- See also Le Figaro. 21 May and 2 June 187$.

*D.D.F. I. p.409.

3Blowitz's story of a conversation with Decades .based on Gontaut-Biron's
despatch (Memoirs p.io6) recording the events of this dinner cannot be
accurate. He puts the conversation on the isth. Gontaut-Biron's despatch was
not written till the 2ist.

*D.D.F. I. pp.4i7-4i8. Bismarck had certainly used similar language to
Lord Odo Russell on a previous occasion,